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         Applicants for firefighting jobs usually required to have at least a high school diploma, but 

most people that have completed community college courses or, in some cases, an associate's 

degree, in fire science may have improved chances for a job. Most of these types of jobs require 

passing a written and physical test. All fire fighters receive extensive training after being hired. 

Many fire departments have accredited apprenticeship programs lasting up to four years. These 

programs combine formal instruction along with on-the-job training under the supervision of 

many experienced fire fighters.  “You always keep learning no matter how many years you have 

been doing this. You learn something new every day, and the more you know about fire safety 

the better you will be” (Gray). Having a degree in chemistry and math will offer the biggest 

educational advantage for people in the field. Also, having a degree in fire safety will benefit you 

the most in becoming a fire fighter.   

      Most job growth will change from volunteer fire fighting positions to being converted to paid 

positions. Prospective fire fighters are expected to face challenging competition for available job 

openings. Many people are attracted to firefighting because, it is challenging and provides the 

opportunity to perform an essential public service; a high school education is usually sufficient 



for entry; and a pension is usually also guaranteed after 25 years work in the field. “Being a 

fireman it seems like a brotherhood because you have fire fighters all over the country that have  
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your back whenever needed, everyone’s your teammate like on a football team, you all learn to 

work as a team” (Gray).   

     Fire fighters normally do not make that much money considering all of the benefits they 

receive, all fire fighters make from on average about 37,000 to 41,000 dollars a year. Many 

experienced fire fighters will make on average 55,000 to 65,000 dollars a year. The ones that are 

experienced tend to be in the field for about ten years. The average hourly wage for a fire fighter 

is about 17.84 dollars an hour. “My favorite aspect of the job is the exceptional benefits we 

receive such as Health care, Dental care, and as well as a good solid retirement plan for when we 

retire from our station. My least favorite aspect of the job is not being able to see your family for 

24 hours, they can see you but you can’t leave the station” (Gray).   

         Fire fighters do all the most important jobs when it comes to emergencies. Fire Fighters are 

the first responders when called to critical times, such as burning buildings, car accidents, 

domestic affairs, and whenever 911 is called. They can also drive the Fire truck and any of the 

necessary equipment when on call. The equipment used is very heavy and can bring your local 

body temperature 10 degrees higher than normal room temperature.   

         The work environment varies depending on the location of where exactly you work, but on 

average wherever you are you will be outdoors most of the time. It would be very helpful to be 

able to lift at least 50 pounds of mass or more considering that if you ever had to carry heavy 

objects. Most of the time when entering a burning building you need to be able to carry the 

equipment that is necessary such as your oxygen tank and fire suit. The temperatures in a 



burning building can go up to 120 degrees on average so being hot most of the time is a huge 

part of the work environment. “Most of the time Fire fighters do not have to travel starting out on  
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the job, but after some time if you ever want to go out of state to teach other new comers or even 

go out of the country you can it’s completely optional. About 99 percent of the time no travel is 

ever needed really” (Gray).   

The work hours are very flexible when it comes to availability, Fire fighters work on the every 

third day of the week. So, you have two days in-between each 24 hour sift. On holidays they 

normally work on Christmas and thanksgiving, but it is possible for them to not have to on those 

days. There are internship programs for teenagers before the process of becoming a fire fighter, 

it’s called the “Employer Program” which teaches young people about how life as a fireman is 

and how everything works. “It would be best if everyone where to enter in this program before 

starting the process because it really gives you the best grasp on what being a  Fire fighter is all 

about”(Gray).  
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